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Hays Police Department
partners with Hays High

By Michaela Austin
Hays High Guidon

Students may have no-
ticed a police officer be-
ing here more frequently.
Sometimes they may see
one walk through the
hallways, and they start
asking, “What are they
doing here?” The reason
why is because of a new
program that affects the
whole  school  district.

“It’s called Adopt-a-
Cop program,” Assistant
Principal Fred Winter
said. “All buildings in the
district have one or two
officers. They are build-
ing rapport with students
and staff. They are not
here every day and are
not stationed anywhere
in the building, like a
SRO [School Resource Of-
ficer], but they come in
and give presentations
and just want to get to
know students and staff.”

The change started
this semester in order to
build better connections
between the police depart-
ment and the staff and
students in the district.

The two police officers who
are specifically assigned to
Hays High are Dakota Gul-
ley and David Vilaysing.

Having  police  offi-
cers assigned to a pub-
lic school is a somewhat
common thing. There are
schools that even have
a police officer stationed
at the school every day
throughout the entire day.

“The officers and law
enforcement have always
been welcomed in pub-
lic schools in any district
I've been into,” Winter
said. “I was in a district
in Valley Center where
we had an SROs who ac-
tually had an office in the
building, and they were
there just pretty much all
throughout the day. They
would also go out on calls.”

However, the Adopt-a-
Cop program is not the
same thing as having a
School Resource Officer.
In the Adopt-a-Cop pro-
gram, the police officers
come when they have time
or when a staff member

* See “Police” pg. 2

STUDENT RIGHTS
Students have specific
guaranteed rights through
the public school system
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By Allison Brooks
Hays High Guidon

Being on time, having a
good work ethic and know-
ing how to think on your
feet are all qualities need-
ed to enter the workforce,
but many teenagers today
feel underprepared to take
that next step in their life.

“'m not ready for the
future at all,” junior Hope
Schumacher said. “I have
no idea what I want to do
with my life yet.”

To help fix this prob-
lem, juniors Andrea Lo-
pez, Brooklyn Schaffer
and Claire Shippy cen-
tered their DECA project
around teaching teenagers
skills to prepare them for
entering their career.

To accomplish this goal,
they organized a seminar
at the Country Club on
Jan. 22 with four differ-
ent pairs of speakers who
all talked about different
skills necessary for the fu-
ture, and they ended the

ART COMPETITION
Students display art
in Southwest Kansas

League Art Show
Page 12

2300 E. 13th ST. « HAYS, KAN. 67601

SCHOOL LIFE

Job Etiquette

DECA group hosts seminar for interested students

event with a five-course
meal and an etiquette les-
son.

Planning for this event
started two months in ad-
vance and took a lot of co-
ordination and work.

“We had to have contact
with the speakers at least
twice a week, we had to
call the Country Club to
get all the meals and set
up ready, we had to make
posters, we had to get ma-
terials such as name tags
and candy for the tables,
we had to get a sponsor
in order to get some of the
gift cards,” Schaffer said.

The event was open to
all juniors and seniors who
are members of DECA or
Leadership Team.

“A lot of us are close to
graduating in a year so we
thought it would be best
to get ahead so that we're
ready for when we gradu-
ate,” Schaffer said.

The first pair of speak-

* See “DECA” pg. 2
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Juniors Andrea Lopez, Brooklyn Schaffer and
Claire Shippy organize a career advancements
seminar.

By Meg Taggart
Hays High Guidon

The recent death of cer-
tain celebrities has affect-
ed almost everyone in one
way or another, whether
it caused an emotional
reaction, appeared in
conversations between
friends or even popped
up in social media feeds.

Speaking of, you may
have heard that bas-
ketball icon Kobe Bry-
ant died on Jan. 26, along
with his daughter Gianna
Bryant and seven oth-
ers when the helicop-
ter they were in collided
with the Santa Monica
mountains in California.

Gianna Bryant was
13 and planned on play-
ing for the WNBA to

continue  her

nature moves and plays.

“I was sad when I
heard that Kobe died, and
then when I heard
that eight other people
died,” senior Carson Ack-
erman said. “But, when
it’'s a 13-year-old girl,
she had so much life left
to live and such a poten-
tial in the game of basket-
ball and in life as well.”

Since Kobe Bryant’s
death, there has been dis-
cussion that the NBA
should change its logo
in tribute to him. In
fact, there is a petition
about it that has racked
up 2.5 million signa-
tures and counting.

“I don’t know if that’s

father’s
legacy, as she was work-
ing on perfecting his sig-

actually
that
I do think they need to do

CELEBRITIES

In Loving Memory

Recent passings of celebrities leaves Hays High students to mourn

something
is reasonable, but
something in the NBA to
honor Kobe,” Ackerman
said. “I heard that some
people are trying to get
the all-star MVP trophy
named after him, but I
feel like something does
need to happen to con-
tribute to his legacy.”

Kobe Bryant will
not only live on for his
achievements in basket-
ball, but also for his inspi-
rational state of mind. It
was labelled the Mamba
Mentality, after his nick-
name, The Mamba. Mam-
ba Mentality was ex-
plained by Kobe Bryant as
a way to describe the level
of intense focus and relent-
less approach he would
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2018

take in both prepara-
tion and competition.
“Kobe was more of

a public figure than a

| NOTABLE DEATHS IN THE PAST FEW YEARS
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KOBE AND
GIANNA BRYANT
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se- scended basketball so
everybody outside of the

* See “Celebs” pg. 2

basketball player,”
nior Tucker Johnson said.
“I'd say for some people, he
had that quality that tran-
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Do you think
Hays High needs
police officers?

“If they think they need
to have it for security, let
them have it.”

—senior Paige Beamer

“I think it is a good pre-
caution for emergencies.”
—senior Megan Flavin

“I don’t think so. I
mean maybe to regulate
people with nicotine and
stuff like that, but that’s
the only reason I can
think of.”

—junior Trista Flock

“I think it’s a good idea
to have them outside of
the parking lot, like where
we're all trying to exit. I
think when they see the
police officer, it helps them
to realize to slow down and
take your time.”

— sophomore Sam Vesper

Do you feel
prepared for your
future?

“No, because I have
really bad time manage-
ment.”

—junior Camry Young

“Yes, because I feel pre-
pared for tomorrow, and
it’s okay to take things
day by day.”

—senior Zoe Buffington

“Yes, I feel prepared
because I am a hard
worker.”

—senior Isaac Smith

“I feel as prepared as I
can be because I'm ready
for school, but not ready
to leave my family.”
—junior Sophia Garrison

“Yes, because I know
what I am going to do
with my life.”

—senior Sierra Bryant

“I do feel prepared be-
cause the classes I'm tak-
ing now suite the career I
plan on going into.”
—junior Skylar Zimmer-
man

POLICE/Officers stationed on Hays High campus

* FROM PAGE 1

has invited them to pres-
ent to their students.

“For the most part,
they’re in the building try-
ing to build a good rapport
with students and teach-
ers,” Winter said. “It’s not
an everyday thing, but
it’s a thing they are just
being intentional about.
We'll also invite them to
come and eat lunch. It’s
not something that’s not
happened before; it’s just
here recently they’re mak-
ing a conscious effort to
be in the building more. If
you see them, if you were
in another building like an
elementary school or the
middle school, you would

also see different officers
making connects with
the staff and students.”

The possibility of having
a School Resource Officer
in the future is unclear,
but the Adopt-a-Cop pro-
gram is what the district
wants to have right now.

“I think just right now
this is the program where
we're able to have officers
come in and just meet
with students and have a
good relationship,” Win-
ter said. “Law enforce-
ment 1s here to protect
and serve. A lot of it has
nothing to do with punish-
ment. Everything to do
with being a better citi-
zen and a better person.”

20maustin@usd489.com
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DECA/Professionals speak on how to prepare for future

* FROM PAGE 1

ers was Rhonda Meyer-
hoff and Mackenzie Neu-
hauser, who both work at
Eagle Communications.
They spoke about the im-
portance of knowing your
strengths and weaknesses
and how those can play
into the strengths and
weaknesses of the people
with whom you work.
Between each speaker,
there were 15-minute
breaks and drawings for a

chance to win a gift card.

The second pair of
speakers was Niki Dinkel
and Karen McCullough,
who both work in Career
Services at Fort Hays
State University. They
gave advice for making
resumes and provided re-
sources to help prepare for
interviews.

The third speaker was
Dr. Donnette Noble, who
is a professor at FHSU.
She did a demonstration
about body language,

teaching students what to
look for and what they can
adjust.

The last pair of speak-
ers was Jamie and Kelsey
Kuehl, who own six Mec-
Donalds throughout Kan-
sas. They spoke about
what they look for when
they hire people and what
not to do in job interviews.

“We found our speakers
through recommendations
by Mrs. [Shaina] Prough,
and we also called the
college and asked for rec-

ommendations as well,”
Shippy said.

After all the speak-
ers, lunch was served,
and businesswoman Gail
Kuehl walked everyone
through the proper eti-
quette to eat each course.

“I gained a lot from what
the speakers had to say,”
Schumacher said. “They
went more in detail into
things like interviews and
what employers are look-
ing for. My favorite part
was the etiquette class,

though, honestly because
of the meal we got.”

Lopez said she feels that
the event was a success
and hopes that everyone
gained as much as she did
from the experience.

“I believe the event was
very successful because
of how much information
was gained, the way the
speakers interacted with
the group and an overall
great response from the
group,” Lopez said.

21abrooks@usd489.com

CELEBS/Passing of recent celebrities saddens community

* FROM PAGE 1

Whether
WRLD,

people

follow basketball
celebrity deaths seem to have an effect over many.

or listened to Juice

You may have felt sympathy for them, for their fam-
basketball world knew him and the work eth- ilies or for the fans they left behind.
ic quality that he possessed. He was just a quality guy.” Accidents, such as these two, re-

Kobe Bryant was not the only celebrity to leave his minds the public that no one can avoid death.
fans in the last few months. Juice WRLD died on Dec. 8, “l think that people were affected by Kobe’s death be-
2019, due to complications with an overdose-induced seizure. cguse they've grown up with him,” school psychologist Nikki

He was a  2l-year-old rapper/artist ~who  reached Lind said. “He’s been a part of the culture for a long time, ev-
the Billboard Top 100 25 times in two years for songs, eryone knows who Kobe Bryant is and they spend a lot of time

such as “All Girls Are the Same” and “Lucid Dreams.”
“I was sad when he first died, but he was kind of working towards
it in the life that he chose, though I did like his music,” Johnson said.

watching him in his basketball games and in advertisements.
He’s just permeated the culture, and with that, they feel a loss.”
28mtaggart@usd489.com

Scholarship Opportunities

The VFW (Veterans of Foreign Wars) and Auxiliary support these scholarships:

VOD (Voice of Democracy) — Audio essay contest for grades 9-12
Patriotic Art — Art contest for grades 9-12
Continuing Education Scholarship - awarded to Members, as well as the child or
grandchild of a VFW Auxiliary Member — 18+ years

vfwauxiliary.org

Local Post:

VFW Fort Hays Post 9076
2106 Vine Street, Hays

785.625.9940
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By Nikka Vuong
Hays High Guidon

Dress code rules are
set to promote appear-
ance that refrains from
interference with the in-
tended function of school.

According to education.
findlaw.com, the first laws
regarding school dress code
were established in 1969
by the U.S. Supreme Court.

In the same article, it
said that the Tinker vs.
Des Moines Independent
School District case in-
volved students wear-
ing black armbands
to protest the Viet-
nam War. From that,
the Court decided that
schools may limit stu-
dent expression if it is
disruptive to the learn-
ing environment or vio-
lates the rights of others.

Dress code rules in the
Hays High student hand-
book include that shoes
being worn, that no head-
gear should be worn in
the building wuntil the
dismissal bell, that items
of apparel considered dis-
tracting, unsafe, offensive,
revealing or suggestive
should not be worn and

that no bare backs or
shirts with exposed
stomachs are permitted.
“These rules were set by
past administrators and
have been changed to fit
what is needed through
the years,” Assistant Prin-
cipal Fred Winter said.
Multiple students
throughout school have
been  dress-coded  for
breaking these rules, in-
cluding  senior  Mari-
eLyn Castaing and
junior  Sophie  Gross.
“My experience with
dress code isn’t great be-
cause the administrators
told me to ‘keep it under
control,” which I didn’t like
very much,” Gross said.
“In addition to that, the
same day, a couple of boys
in my class were wear-
ing really short shorts and
cut-offs, and their whole
chest was visible, and they
didn’t get dress-coded.
“I know the adminis-
tration saw them because
I was walking back from
lunch with them when I
got stopped. Sexist, yikes.
I didn’t have to change
my shirt, but they made
me put on my jacket and

DRESS CODE

UIT UP

Students reprimanded for clothing choice on school property

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN
DRESS-CODED?

Survey of 203 students

Yes, just once.

Yes, more than once.

No, but | should have.

No, | follow dress code.

PAIGE POLIFKA-DENSON / The Guidon

zip it all the way up.”

Winter said that when
teachers or administrators
notice dress code issues,
the students are asked to

change into something dif-
ferent at the nurse’s office,
or they are asked to zip up
their jackets. For exam-
ple, boys who wear cut-off

shirts are asked to change.

Students  have also
been dress-coded due to
inappropriate shirts that
were not school approved,
such as the traditional se-
nior class T-shirts, which
are not school sponsored.

“We keep the tradition
because it’s always been
something that [seniors]
have done,” senior Sierra
Bryant said. “It’s also kind
of cool to see everyone’s de-
signs, and we didn’t make
ours that [inappropri-
ate]. I do think some people
take our shirts out of pro-
portion, though.”

Appropriateness of
dress and appearance are
determined by and en-
forced by the administra-
tion on an individual basis.

“I wouldn’t change the
dress code rules because
there are reasons behind
each rule, but I would [like
administration] to be more
consistent in enforcing
them,” Gross said. “I think
it is quite unfair of the ad-
ministrators to dress code
the girls for every little
thing, but when the boys
break it, it is overlooked.”
22nvuong@usd489.com

MERCH
Senior

By Nikka Vuong
Hays High Guidon

Throughout the years at
Hays High, a few students
have created and sold their
own merchandise designs.
Student-made merch
has often been created to
promote a cause or just be
a novelty item.

Graduate Scott Perry-
man made hoodies for stu-
dents saying, ‘Scout Per-
ryman for President’ last
year, senior Paige Polifka-
Denson created hoodies
of retired instructor Bill
Gasper last year and most
recently senior Dawson
Armstrong has created
merch to promote his
channel/brand “Benny the
Jet.”

Armstrong first cre-
ated his merch in Septem-
ber and started selling to
students in mid-Novem-
ber.

“All the people that
support me playing video
games online and stream-
ing thought it would be
cool if I made merch, so

sells merchandise for streaming channel

they could wear it and
support me 1in another
way,” Armstrong said.
“I could also maybe give
back to them later in the
future with the money I
receive off the merch. I
also thought it would be a
good idea, so I did it.”

On the back of Arm-
strong’s merch design
is a red and white ret-
ro galaga jet design with
the words “Benny the
Jet.” On the front, the
initials “BTJ” are printed
on it as well.

“My parents wanted to
wear my merch, so I fig-
ured older people might
buy it,” Armstrong said. “I
wanted to do [a design] for
all age ranges that would
still think it looked cool.”

Normal long-sleeve
shirts are $20, crewnecks
are $25 and the hoodies
are $30.

“T have sold over
250 to 300 items,” Arm-
strong said. “I would say
most of the merch sold is
from the Hays area, but

Manie Stramel

2707 Vine Street, Suite #15

Hays, KS 67601
(785) 621-4244

I've sold one to Los Angles,
one to New Mexico and a
couple to the border states
around Kansas. But, most
[purchases] are around
the Hays and Manhattan
area.”

Armstrong is looking
to make a website for his
merch when the next order
releases, but as of right
now, interested students
can message Armstrong
on any social media.

“For [new merch],  want
to wait and probably make
a different and better de-
sign, that way the people
that purchased that think
it’s cool can buy it again
and afford it in the near
future,” Armstrong said.

Armstrong currently
wants to be a profession-
al streamer and thinks
it would be cool to play
games professionally for
the Fort Hays State Uni-
versity e-sports team that
is coming up in the Fall
2020.

“I think merch was a
good first step to getting

all the

@

e

studios

ALLISON HILLEBRAND / The Guidon

AN

Junior Skylar Zimmerman is one of the students
who purchased senior Dawson Armstrong’s mer-

chandise.

out to let people know
who I am,” Armstrong
said. “I haven’t been going
live a lot lately because
of school and stuff out-
side. But, people started
asking me what I do now

that they see the merch,
or they ask ‘What are your
shirts about? from the logo
on the back of the shirt.
That’s how I can plug my
own channel.”
22nvuong@usd489.com

YOUR VIEW

If you could
change the dress
code, how would

you change it?

“Oh yeah, workout
stuff.”
—junior TayShaun Birch

“If I could change a rule,
I would change the shoul-
ders rule.”
—sophomore Ashlynn Flax

“I'm personally not
affected by the dress code
rules, so I don’t really
care.”

—junior Alisara Arial

“I would definitely love
to change the dress code. I
would like it to allow us to
wear hats. Hats would be
really great.”
—sophomore Carson
Brooksher

“I think students
should be allowed to wear
hats and hoods.”
—freshman Seth Sumaya

“I think that we should
be allowed to wear hats.”
—freshman Caleb Johnson

“I would want to change
the hat rule because I
want to wear a hat.”
—sophomore Kristen Kuhl

Have you ever
purchased
somebody'’s
merch?

“I bought Benny the
Jet’s merch.”
—senior Brock Lummus

“I bought Dawson
Armstrong’s Benny the
Jet merch.”

—senior Luke Fletcher

“I purchased a Deme-
trius Harmon hoodie.”
—senior DaVontai Rob-
inson

“Jordan’s.”
—senior Makayla Payne

“I have bought Milk
Boy’s stuff.”
—senior Dawson Garrison

“Yes, I have purchased
merch. Shout out to
Lil Yachty.”
—senior Madelyn Waddell

“Yes, I have purchased
someone’s merchan-
dise, and it was Dawson
Armstrong’s Benny the
Jet.”
—senior Isabell Robben

“I have not bought
merch from anyone, but
I would if Alicia Feyer-
herm’s YouTube channel
had it.”

—senior Olivia Reed
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What is an
appropriate
amount of money
to spend on a
date?

“T'd spend at most $50.”
—junior Kelby Rice

“Probably around $35.”
—sophomore Grant Tesluk

“It depends on what
you’ll be doing.”
—freshman Kaden McBride

“It depends on where
you are eating, like if the
place is nice, $20 to $35,
or if the place is cheap, $7
to $15.”

—freshman Liam Buller

“I think at high school
age probably nothing more
than the cost of a movie
and maybe snacks and
drinks.”

—junior Ashley Vilaysing

“I would say anywhere
between $15 and $30,
because most people our
age are broke.”

—junior Sydney Walker

“Never been on one, so I
wouldn’t know.”
—freshman Jude Tippy

What would your
ideal first date be?

“I guess probably a
movie.”
—freshman Kaden Mc-
Bride

“My ideal first date
would probably just be go-
ing out to dinner together.”
—junior Mataya Quinby

“For my ideal first date,
I would like to do go on a
picnic somewhere and just
chill there, and then after
that, we just drive around
listening to music, or
we would go see a movie.
I think it would be so cute
and so fun.”
—junior Johnessa Gay

“I don’t know. I don’t
really have an ideal first
date. Whatever we feel like
doing.”

—sophomore Karson Rus-
sell

“The ideal first date is
one where we both spend
time to get to know each
other and enjoy each
other’s presence, no matter
what we are doing. I feel
like I would be very con-
tent with just hanging out
with them and laughing
and finding out who they
really are.”

—junior Zachary Chance

“My first ideal is really
cliché, because I really like
going to the movies and
dinner.”

—sophomore Grant Tesluk

NTENNIAL

2400 Vine Street
Hays, KS 67601

785-625-2916

RELATIONSHIPS

DISASTROUS DATES

Students share unfortunate first date experiences

By McKena McBride
Hays High Guidon

ed me a Kleenex so I could wipe the vomit off my mouth.”

Dating is something that is completely Although Garrison had an overall good time
normal to do in high school. However, on the date, she said there was not a second one.
if one would ask students how their Another student who has been in a surprising dat-
dates have gone in the past, a major- ing  situation is  senior Megan  Flavin.
ity will say they only went on one date “My now-boyfriend tried to put his arm
with the person or it did not last very long. around me at the movies and acciden-

This is not surprising, seeing as only 2 per- tally elbowed me in the face,” Flavin said.
cent of new marriages in the United States Flavin said he was very embarrassed.

are between high school sweethearts, accord-
ing to HuffPost. This indicates that there
is a great chance that the people who you date
in your high school life will not be the same
people you date or you marry years from now.
students
ers in high school, they often find them-
in unexpected dating disasters.
junior

Nonetheless, as

selves

of these students is

date oth-

One

Sophia  Garrison.

“T had apparently caught the flu before my date, but I

didn’t really realize until we were driving around, and I had
to ask him to pull over so I could throw up,” Garrison said.

dating

said
for

they
more

Flavin

“He turned bright red and apologized profusely,” Fla-
vin said. “We both found it funny and still do to this day.”

been
years.

have
than

now
two

According to messaging data from the online dating

site Zoosk, women in their 20s and 30s use the word ‘din-
ner’ most often when describing their ideal date, while
women in their 40s, 50s and older list ‘coffee’ most often.

Even though students are not as old as the wom-

en in survey, students under those ages would prob-
ably agree because it would be in a public place, so it
probably would not be as awkward. So, if you are about

She said the boy she went on  the to go on a first date and do not know what you should
date  with  reacted well to the  situation. plan to do, maybe a dinner or coffee date would suffice.

He was super nice,” Garrison said. “He hand- ALEXIS PFANNENSTIEL / The Guidon 21mmcbride@usd489.com
DATES

Couples challenged to go on inexpensive dates
-

By McKena McBride
Hays High Guidon

When it comes to going
out on a date, how far do
you think $10 would take
you? Two couples explored
this question recently, as
they were given $10 to go
on a date.

Sophomores Cooper
Shubert and Seren Suma-
ya have been together for
about four years. On their
$10 date, they considered
using the money on gas
and driving  around,
but they decided to go a
different direction.

“We spent $4 on McDon-
ald’s and got four burg-
ers,” Sumaya said.
“After that, we went
to Dollar General and
spent the rest on candy
and had a movie night at
my house.”

Sumaya said the
amount of money given to
them affected what they
decided to do.

“Since we only
had $10, we decided to
spend it as carefully as
possible, so we went to Mc-

COURTESY PHOTO

Juniors Levi Weilert and Brendan Kershner spent their $10 date getting snacks, going to Sonic and
then watching a movie together.

Donald’s,” Sumaya said. “We really didn’t know snacks and watch a movie. then went to Sonic for favorite part of their

Shubert and Suma- What to do with exactly “Originally, we were go- lunch. date was curling up and
ya both agreed that $10,” Weilert said. “It's ing to go to McDonald’s “We didn’t have enough watching the  movie.
their favorite part of not like there’s any ar- and eat in there, but ap- left over to pay for our Weilert said he enjoyed
the date was eating cades or really anything parently, someone didn't meals, so we had to driving around with Ker-

the candy they bought
from Dollar General.
Juniors Brendan Ker-

interesting to do in Hays.
If we lived in a bigger
city, we probably would

want McDonalds,” Weilert
said. “So, we got snacks,
went to Sonic and watched

pay with our own money,
but we tipped the server in
the rest of the $10,” Wei-
lert said. “Then we drove

shner the most.
“Even though we didn’t
have a lot of money to

shner and Levi Wei- have went to an arcade, a movie instead.” spend, it didn’t change the
lert agreed that it was though?” Weilert said they first home and watched the way I enjoy our time to-
difficult to decide what to Weilert said he and went to Cervs and each movie ‘Bad Boys.” gether,” Weilert said.

do with only $10.

Kershner decided to buy

bought some snacks. They

Kershner said his

21mmecbride@usd489.com

2514 Vine St. Unit 2
Centennial Plaza

HERRMA
ph. 785.621.5888

PHYSICAL THERAPY herrmanpt.com
&&WELLNESS OO0 R

FREE CONSULTATIONS

SAME THERAPIST EVERY VISIT
Get Back in the Action Fast!

Sports Injuries  Back Pain  Shoulder Pain
Ankde Sprains Hip Pain  Knee Injuries

Fun, Friendly, Comfortable Atmosphere « Call Us Today!

SUNDAY PRACTICE

Sundays 1-6pm
LANES  Two Hours of Bowling
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YOUR VIEW

What is your
favorite genre of
music, and why?

"I like rock because it’s
unusual.”
—freshman Niyah Dorris

“I like classical. It’s a
lot harder to perform than
today’s society’s music.”
—freshman Sydney Potts

“I'm more of an old soul,
so if I had to pick between
oldies rock and oldies indie,
I’d pick rock because it’s
more realistic and more fun
to listen to.”

—sophomore Alex Johnson

“I like 2000s music. Why
not go back to the good old
days?”

—junior Kelsiy Burns

"I listen to everything.
It really depends on what
mood I'm in.”
—freshman Draven John

“I like pop and rap be-
cause it’s fun to listen to.”
—junior Alexa Moeckel

What's your
favorite love
song?

"I really like ‘Moon-
dance’ by Michael Bublé”
—junior Eliana Buller

“I like “The Winner Takes
It All, even though it’s a
break-up song.”
—senior Nathan Leiker

“My favorite love song
is called ‘In Love’ by Khai
Dreams. The words are
slow, so you can hear them
all and soak them up.
—junior Camry Young

“I really like ‘Without
You’ by Leslie Odom Jr. It’s
really sweet.”

—freshman Emry Lundy

“My favorite love song
is ‘That Summer’ by Garth
Brooks. I like the lyrics.”
—sophomore Aidan DeBey

“Ring of Fire’ by Johnny
Cash is my favorite because
it’s way too relatable.”
—senior Levi Hickert

"I like ‘Love is an Open
Door.” That’s a fun one.”
—junior Gabe McGuire

““Ease My Mind’ by Ben
Platt is good because it’s
about how when you find
that one person you’re in
love with, they make you
really happy and ease your
mind.”

—junior Ashley Vilaysing

MUSIC

Chamber Singers take on Baroque opera

By Caitlin Leiker
Hays High Guidon

Last year, the Chamber
Singers were the first high
schoolers to perform the
Pulitzer Prize-winning
work “The Little Match
Girl Passion” by David
Lang. This year, theyre
taking on a new challenge:
the opera “Dido and
Aeneas.”

“Dido and Aeneas” is
based on Book IV of the
epic poem “Aeneid” by
Virgil, a Roman poet.
The tragedy is brought to
life by Baroque composer
Henry Purcell, and told
through short recitative
sections  [the musical
expression of dialogue in
opera, sung in the rhythm
of ordinary speech]
interspersed with songs,
choruses, and dances.

Dido, the queen of
Carthage, falls in love
with Trojan prince Aeneas
while offering him shelter
on his way to found a new
Troy in Italy.

An evil Sorceress, who
hates Dido, tears the
couple apart by creating
a storm and sending one
of her servants to urge
Aeneas to continue his
journey and leave Dido
behind.

Aeneas wants to stay
with Dido, but to keep
from angering the gods, he
leaves. Dido cannot bear
losing him and commits
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Junior Alisara Arial rehearses sections of the opera with vocal director Alex
Underwood in her vocal lesson.

suicide with his blade.

Juniors Alisara Arial
and Gabe McGuire will
play the characters of Dido
and Aeneas.

“As soon as I found out
the role I was playing, I
looked forward to working
on it more than anything,”
Arial said. “The process
of learning opera is very
exciting to me, and I love
to learn new things and
improve my abilities by
being introduced to a new
world of music.”

According to
Underwood, the opera
fits Chamber Singers

perfectly.

“There’s a lot of
choruses, so everyone gets
tobeinvolved,” Underwood
said. “There are also a lot
of roles to go around that
are perfectly suited for
the people we have in the
ensemble who are ready to
take a more serious vocal
step forward.”

The opera will be
performed “in-the-round,”
meaning the audience will
be seated on all sides of
the stage. The students
will learn to perform in a
multitude of directions so
that the entire audience is

included.

The set, being designed
by Chamber Singer
parent and  architect
Lisa  Brooksher,  will
be minimalistic. As for
costumes, the cast will
be dressed in all black,
and the principles will

sport a specific piece
that symbolizes their
character.

Among  their  other
projects, the Chamber

Singers are preparing for
the performance and will
use class time to teach the
staging, coach soloists, and
rehearse group numbers.

“I think one of the
most difficult things for
[the students] to learn
will be the Baroque
style,” Underwood said.
“The ornaments, trills,
and the way the music
is performed is very
specialized and specific,

but it’s also somewhat

improvisatory, so it’s

pretty difficult.”
Underwood  described

“Dido and Aeneas” as “a
great starter-opera” for
audiences, featuring a
beautiful story that isn’t
a large time commitment.

“I think experiencing
different kinds of art often
is important to stay in
the loop,” McGuire said.
“Especially here in Hays,
where we don’t get to see
many operas.”

Underwood said the
opera will showcase “a
different type of talent at
Hays High” that cannot
be found in Musical or the
Talent Show.

“It’s a very specialized
style of singing, and it’s
a chance for Chamber
Singers to show that
side of them off, and I
think that’s really cool,”
Underwood said. “High
schools don’t perform
operas very much. Any
time you get to see
high school students do
something that is amazing
for their age group, it’s a
really inspiring thing.”

21cletker@usd489.com

MUSIC

Spring for Music kicks off with Valentine’s Cabaret

By Caitlin Leiker
Hays High Guidon

To kick off the second
annual Spring for Music
Festival, the Chamber
Singers  will  perform
musical theatre love songs
on Feb. 14 and 15 for
Valentine’s Day in Fort
Hays State University’s
Black and Gold Ballroom
in the Union.

For only $25 per
couple, members of the
community can enjoy a
romantic atmosphere with
desserts and non-alcoholic
drinks. Singular tickets to
the event will be sold for
$12.50.

Underwood has been
working individually with
the students to select and
perfect their performance
pieces.

“Even within Chamber
Singers, there’s a lot of
variety in the effects

that each student soloist
would give an audience,”

Underwood said. “I try
to put it in an order that
makes sense.”

This year’s Cabaret
is Valentine’s Day-
themed to lessen the
pileup of commitments
at the end of the music
season. Chamber
Singers, for example,

had performances almost
every day at the end of
last year.

“By moving it earlier in
the semester, I'm hoping
that it will alleviate some
of the constant pressure
that exists at the end of
the year,” Underwood
said.

Last year’s Chamber
Singers also advocated for
two nights of Cabaret as
opposed to only one.

“They put a lot of work
into this, so it felt very
anti-climactic to only
do one performance,”
Underwood said. “It was
a packed house at Hays
Community Theatre last

year. The ballroom is not
that much bigger, so I'll be
curious to see if this will
work out in numbers and
give the students another
chance to perform.”

Sophomore Samantha
Vesper said she is excited
to perform in her first
Cabaret.

“I saw it last year, and
it was really interesting,”
Vesper said. “The theme
of ‘love’ this year will
hopefully create a really
good vibe. I'm also excited
to perform something by
myself because I haven’t
done a solo that’s not a
classical contest piece.”

Instead of performing
something from the
musical theatre genre,
senior Da’Vontai Robinson
has been working on the
jazz standard, “Fly Me
to the Moon” by Frank
Sinatra.

“To me, 1it’'s about
getting outside of your
comfort zone and wanting

BT |
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A group of sopranos and altos rehearse
the Chamber Singers’ group song for Cabaret.

to go somewhere safe,
like two people who are
in love who just want
to run away,” Robinson
said. “T feel like it fits my
voice pretty well, and it’s
something that people can
just kick back and enjoy
listening to.”

That is exactly what
Underwood said he hopes

the community will take
away from the upcoming
event.

“It’s a good way to spend
your Valentine’s Day date
night and get to hear some
really great love songs
from the musical theatre

repertoire,” Underwood
said.
2I1cleiker@usd489.com
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IN-DEPTH

Students guaranteed rights in public schooling

By Allison Hillebrand
Hays High Guidon

In the 10th Amendment of the Constitution, it
states that “the powers not delegated to the Unit-
ed States by the Constitution, not prohibited by
it to the States, are reserved to the States respec-
tively, or to the people.”

This amendment admits that education is pri-
marily a state and local responsibility.

Often, students and their parents are left un-
aware of their unalienable rights in the U.S. pub-
lic school system.

Of course, there is the well-known “students
have a right to a free education.”

However, many people are unaware of the oth-
er rights provided to them.

Alongside the free education, students receive
many other guaranteed rights, such as not being
discriminated against, being safe in schools, their
First Amendment rights and the right of informa-
tion and participation.

Hays High School has made several attempts
as to setting up a safe and friendly environment
for students.

The school has initiated a Gender-Sexuality Al-
liance (GSA) club, placed police officers through
the Adopt-A-Cop program and allowed adminis-
tration to be open to suggestions to create new

clubs or make changes to the current system.

GSA was recently renamed from the
CARE Club and has been around for near-
ly 10 years.

“This last summer, a student reached out to me
about starting a GSA, and when I did a little in-
vestigation, I learned about CARE Club and that
both [Abby] Gillan and [Erin] Deenihan were
interested in moving it towards a proper GSA,”
sponsor Alex Underwood said. “We then took the
students’ initiative to [principal Martin] Straub
for approval.”

Underwood said it is essential to have a GSA
in existence at Hays High to provide a support
system for LGBTQ+ students, as well as their
straight allies.

“Data regarding student mental health shows
that the existence of a GSA at their school dra-
matically reduces rates of depression, anxiety
and suicide,” Underwood said. “To me, this is a
no-brainer.”

Students, although guaranteed the right
to not be discriminated against in the public-
school system, will often still experience it
through their peers.

“Discrimination in school is no different than

discrimination in any other setting,”

Underwood said. “It’s when nega-

p tive bias towards a person

or group of people makes

their lives more diffi-
cult.”

Underwood  said
he thinks people at
Hays High School do
a good job at recog-
nizing overt discrim-
ination and the sub-
conscious bias that
accompanies it.

“I think Hays High
School is generally

a very positive,

welcoming and
discrimination-free

place,” Underwood

said. “However, I know

there are instances of bully-

ing or negative actions against
certain groups of people.”

Underwood said the best way, he be-
lieves, to combatting this discrimination is to
raise awareness about the issue.

“Whether it’s finding an adult in the
building whom they feel comfortable talk-
ing to or leaning on the support of their
friends or in general gaining allies
who will stand up for them,” Under-
wood said. “We have to remember,
bullying most often comes from
the bullies’ own insecurities and
how those manifest. It is usual-
ly not about the person being bul-
lied, even though it feels like it.”

GSA is one of these support
systems for students feeling ostra-
cized, Underwood said.

Underwood also said he believes that
the educators at Hays High are extremely
supportive of the students.

“Profe [Matthew Whitney] loves to say
‘Maslov before Blooms,” which essentially means
that it is important for the adults to take care of
students’ personal needs before we can even begin
tackling educational goals,” Underwood said.

The well-trained and positive staff at Hays High
are working to accomplish that, although it is a dif-
ficult task, Underwood said.

“I think we can all work together to continue
improving the Hays High School community in
making it a more welcoming and safe place for all
students,” Underwood said. “GSA is merely one
piece of that puzzle.”

20ahillebrand@usd489.com
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Junior Antoni Leiker attends the first Gender Sexuality Alliance
(GSA) meeting of the school year. GSA is a new club this year.
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Students practice expressive freedoms

By Allison Hillebrand
Hays High Guidon

To quote a U.S. Supreme Court decision in
1969, “It can hardly be argued that either stu-
dents or teachers shed their constitutional right
to freedom of expression at the schoolhouse gate.”

However, this decision only pre- vents
government officials from suppress- ing
speech on school grounds. Schools
still can use censorship where
they see fit.

Students
are unable
to use harmful
language, such as

chief Emma Pfannenstiel said. “Students
are not filtered on what they can say, and
we can kind of write whatever we want, even
if it is a little controversial of a topic.”
Pfan- nenstiel recognized that the yearbook
sta